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“Strident Women:  Images from the Second Wave of Feminism”

For mass media outlets of the late 1960s and l970s, the Second Wave of feminism was represented as women who were on the margins of the accepted roles of women.  In media terms, to be a feminist was to be unattractive by the standards of the day, to be man-hating (and possibly lesbian), to talk to too much, too lengthily and too dangerously; indeed, not represent the “average” woman as media would like her to be.  These conclusions was put to the test when Gloria Steinem became a media celebrity; however, Steinem as a classically attractive woman also signaled to media outlets that her feminism was muted and not so dangerous—whatever she would say to the opposite.  From a later perspective, the media images of the Second Wave have remained with us and have played a role in how young women today often veer from characterizing themselves as “feminist” less they be tarred by the man-hating brush. 

